
the risk for internet 
exploitation of children

overall theme is When Home Isn’t Safe and we are considering the 
underlying issues that increase vulnerability to exploitation and 

trafficking.







Child-on-Child 
Sexual Abuse

A 2009 study estimated 50% of  
child sexual abuse is perpetrated 
by other children or young 
people.

Other studies found closer to one 
third.

• Boyd, C., & Bromfield, L. (2006). Young people who sexually abuse: key issues. ACSSA Wrap, 3 
Retrieved from https://aifs.gov.au/publications/young-people-who--sexually-abuse.

• Radford, L., Corral, S., Bassett, C., Howat, N., & Collishaw, S. (2011). Child abuse and neglect in 
the UK todayLondon: National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to  Children Retrieved from 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/research-reports/child-abuse-neglect-uk-
today-research-report.pdf.

• Finkelhor, D., Ormrod, R., & Chaffin, M. (2009). Juveniles who commit sex offenses against minors. 
Washington, DC: Juvenile Justice Bulletin [Retrieved from http:// 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19719027].

https://aifs.gov.au/publications/young-people-who--sexually-abuse
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/research-reports/child-abuse-neglect-uk-today-research-report.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/research-reports/child-abuse-neglect-uk-today-research-report.pdf


I DON’T KNOW HOW OLD MY 
BROTHER WAS WHEN OUR 
COUSINS STARTED MOLESTING 
HIM. HE MUST’VE BEEN VERY 
YOUNG, AROUND FIVE YEARS 
OLD.... THE BOYS WERE SEVEN 
OR EIGHT AND FIVE OR SIX.

A N  O N  Y M  O U S  S  T O R Y S  H A R E D W  I T H N  C O S  E . H T T P : /  /  E N  D S  E X U A L E X P L O I T A T I O N  . O R G /  A R T I C L E S  /  C H I L D -  
S  E X U A L - A B U S  E - P O R N  O G R A P H Y - S  T O P - H E R E /



...HE STARTED HIS ADDICTION TO 
PORNOGRAPHY WHEN HE WAS TEN YEARS 
OLD.

[HE BEGAN SEXUALLY GROPING ME AND 
ABUSING ME AT NIGHT]

THIS WAS MY BROTHER WHO WAS ONLY A 
FEW YEARS OLDER THAN ME… AND I WAS 
AN INNOCENT AGE OF ONLY FOUR YEARS.

A N  O N  Y M  O U S  S  T O R Y S  H A R E D W  I T H N  C O S  E . H T T P : /  /  E N  D S  E X U A L E X P L O I T A T I O N  . O R G /  A R T I C L E S  /  C H I L D -  
S  E X U A L - A B U S  E - P O R N  O G R A P H Y - S  T O P - H E R E /





About the presentation

• research on impacts of pornography in general
• Research on COCHSB & link to pornography
• Youth on social media in general
• Sexual exploitation, youth, & internet
• solutions

1. Overview of Pornography Related Public Health & 
Social Harms

2. Youth with PSB and Pornography

3. Proposed Solutions
 In your home
 Community
 Nationally 



A Public Health Threat



A Public Health Threat
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APublic Health Threat







Ana J. Bridges, Robert Wosnitzer, Erica Scharrer, Chyng Sun, and Rachael Liberman, “Aggression and Sexual Behavior in 
Best-Selling Pornography Videos: A Content Analysis Update,” Violence against Women 16, no. 10 (2010): 1065–1085. 

Pornography Teaches that Women Enjoy Sexual Violence

Analysis of  the 50 most popular pornographic videos (those 
bought and rented most often) found that 88% of  scenes 
contained physical violence, and 49% contained verbal 
aggression. 

PUBLIC HEALTH



Ana J. Bridges, Robert Wosnitzer, Erica Scharrer, Chyng Sun, and Rachael Liberman, “Aggression and Sexual Behavior in 
Best-Selling Pornography Videos: A Content Analysis Update,” Violence against Women 16, no. 10 (2010): 1065–1085. 

Pornography Teaches that Women Enjoy Sexual Violence

Analysis of  the 50 most popular pornographic videos (those 
bought and rented most often) found that 88% of  scenes 
contained physical violence, and 49% contained verbal 
aggression. 

PUBLIC HEALTH





Progression from viewing adult to child



vA meta-analysis assessing 22 different studies 
from seven different countries around the world, 
found that consumption of pornography was 
associated significantly with both verbal and 
physical aggression, among males and females. 

Wright, P., Tokunaga, R. & Kraus, A. (2015). “A meta-analysis of pornography consumption and actual acts 
of sexual aggression in general population studies.” Journal of Communication. 



Malamuth’s Attraction to Sexual Aggression Scale

v“If you could be assured of not being caught or punished, 
how likely would you be to rape?”

v“If you could be assured of not being caught or punished, 
how likely would you be to force a female to do 
something sexual that she did not want to do?” 

Foubert, J., Brosi, M., & Bannon, S. (2011). Pornography viewing among fraternity men: Effects on 
bystander intervention, rape myth acceptance & behavioral intent to commit sexual assault. Sexual 
Addiction & Compulsivity, 18: 212-231.

Likelihood to Rape



Mainstream Pornography: 
§ greater intent to commit rape

SM Pornography: 
§ significantly less bystander efficacy
§ greater belief in rape myths
§ greater intent to commit rape

Rape Pornography: (“serious effects”)
§ less bystander willingness to intervene
§ greater belief in rape myths
§ greater intent to rape

Foubert, J., Brosi, M., & Bannon, S. (2011). Pornography viewing among fraternity men: Effects on 
bystander intervention, rape myth acceptance & behavioral intent to commit sexual assault. Sexual 
Addiction & Compulsivity, 18: 212-231.
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“I would play out 
violent fantasies at 
school of  what I 
would do with 
different girls - and 
this was all happening 
before 14.” (Boy: 20 
years old)

Fight the New Drug, “Porn Impact: Themes from 
815 Narrative Essays by Teenage Boys.” 2016.





PART 2
Research on COCHSB & link to 
pornography

1. Overview of Pornography Related Public Health & 
Social Harms

2. Youth with PSB and Pornography

3. Proposed Solutions



Porn is Changing Sex

Walker, Shelley, et al. “‘It’s Always Just There in Your Face’: Young People’s Views on Porn.” Sexual Health, 2015, 
doi:https://doi.org/10.1071/SH14225.

“Young men want to imitate ideas presented in 
porn, and young women feel pressured and 
anxious about a need to conform. Findings 
support evidence that young people may be 
internalizing the violent and aggressive images 
and sexual scripts in porn, which are in turn 
influencing their sexual behavior and creating 
new sexual norms that are based on power.”



Progression from viewing adult to child



A 2 0 1 1 L O N G I T U D I N A L S T U D Y
O F 1 , 5 8 8 U S H O U S E H O L D S
F O U N D T H A T M I N O R S W  H O
I N T E N T I O N A L L Y W  A T C H E D
V I O L E N T P O R N O G R A P H Y O V E R
T I M  E P R E D I C T E D A S I X - F O L D
I N C R E A S E I N T H E O D D S O F
S E L F - R E P O R T E D S E X U A L L Y

B O T HA B U S I V E B E H A V I O R F O R 
B OY S A N D G I R L S .

Y B A R R A , M  . L . , K . J . M  I T C H E L L , M  . H A M  B U R G E R , M  . D I E N E R - W  E S  T , A N D P . J .  L E A F .   
" X - R A T E D M  A T E R I A L A N D P E R P E T R A T I O N O F S  E X U A L L Y A G G R E S  S  I V E
B E H A V I O R A M  O N G C H I L D R E N A N D A D O L E S  C E N T S  :  I S  T H E R E A L I N K ? "
A G G R E S  S  I V E B E H A V I O R .   U . S  .   N A T I O N A L L I B R A R Y O F M  E D I C I N E ,  N . D .   W  E B .















One 15-year-old girl wrote:

“I sent my boyfriend a naked pic 
after he insisted he was going to 
break up with me. Now he is 
threatening to send it to everyone if I 
don't have sex with him, I'm only 15.”

Thomas, Sara E. “What Should I Do?”: Young Women’s Reported Dilemmas with Nude 
Photographs.” Sexuality Research and Social Policy, 2017, doi:10.1007/s13178-017-0310-0.



Coercion & Violence

Coercion

● 61% of teens who sent a sext indicated coercion
● Women are more likely to be coerced into sending sexts
● Coercive sexting is linked to intimate partner violence

Violence

• Sexting is a significant predictor for dating violence
• Those sexting under pressure report higher rates of victimization in 

dating violenceNixon, C. (2014). Current Perspectives: the Impact of Cyberbullying on Adolescent Health. Adolescent Health, Medicine and 
Therapeutics 5.
Drouin, M., Ross, J., Tobin, E. (2015). Sexting: A New, Digital Vehicle for Intimate Partner Aggression? Computers in Human 
Behavior 50



One study surveyed 2,719 students between the ages of 
14 and 17 and 48% had experienced at least one form of 

non-physical sexualized violence.
 

Three times as many girls than boys reported being 
sexually harassed or propositioned online.

Deutsche Welle. “When Teens Are Sexually Violent | Germany| News and in-Depth Reporting from Berlin and beyond | DW | 
14.06.2017.” DW.COM, www.dw.com/en/when-teens-are-sexually-violent/a-39242122.









Part 3 SOLUTIONS

1. Overview of Pornography Related Public Health & 
Social Harms

2. Youth with PSB and Pornography

3. Proposed Solutions



Action Steps for Parents





“The Talk” Is Obsolete

• Anger,
• Punitive measures, or directing shame at the child;
• Panicky or fearful;
• Ignored, minimized, or denied what had happened, or lied to their 

child about what the child had viewed.
• Calm and factual;

Parents reacted to their children watching pornography in 
one of  five ways:



Make a Plan
Stay Calm! 

Teach children what pornography is in age-appropriate ways.

Help your child to understand that sex is normal and that porn doesn’t represent true 
intimacy.

Practice with your family what to do if  they see pornography. 

Use examples in the media and news.

Never use shame or guilt as teaching tools. Help your child to know that they should 
never feel guilty for being curious but that he or she can COME TO YOU with 
questions.

Follow up frequently. Use daily life examples to start conversations.



Media Literacy Tips

How do your kids use the Internet and 
behave online?

Talk to them about hashtags and privacy 
settings on social media

Media are constructions

Discuss who you can trust

Institute a “Family Media Diet”

Continue the Discussion





vCriminal adult, hardcore pornography = 
obscenity = illegal 

vFederal law prohibits distribution of 
obscene adult pornography on the 
Internet, on cable/satellite TV, on 
hotel/motel TV, in retail shops, through 
the mail, and by common carrier. The 
U.S. Supreme Court has also repeatedly 
upheld obscenity laws against First 
Amendment challenges.

Ira Isaacs, convicted on 
obscenity charges, 2012. 
The case was initiated in 
2008.
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